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Amendments to the Claims; This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An timmersion heater device for aquariums and tho 
ttke, comprisingi 

a heating element havino a radiant zone: 

a casing (2) which containina&-a the heating element (6). whorcin the casino and 
including, at least in the region of ethe radiant zone of the heating element, compriscG a 
layered structure having at least one layer (8)-of metal material and one layer {9>-of plastics 
material, the layer of metal material being interposed between the heating element and the 
layer of plastics material, each of the layer of metal material and the layer of plastics material, 
being in the form of a cylindrical tubular element, choroctGrizod i n that w herein t he tubular 
element of plastics material (9)-is closed at one end and open at an axially opposite end while 
the tubular element of metal material is open at both ends. 

2. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterlro device according to claim 1, wherein 
the layered structure comprises a layer of insulating material (21) . 

3. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterlfte device according to claim 1 or cla i m 
i, wherein the layer of plastics material ^9)-and the layer of metal material {S)nare in contact 
with each other. 

4. (Currently Amended) The hH €ater4fW' device according to claim 3, wherein 
the layer of metal material and the layer of plastics material completely surround the heating . 
element. 

5. (Currently Amended) The hM eaterlB^ device according to claim 4, wherein 
the layer of metal material f8)-and the layer of plastics material (9^onstitute a continuous 
wall. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterme device according to ony one or more 
ef-claims 2-te-6, wherein the layer of insulating material (21) i s interposed between the layer of 
metal material f8)-and the heating element-(6>. 

7. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterlf^ device according to any one or more 
of the prccoding claims_L wherein the layer of metal material {S)-\s produced from alumin+um. 

8. (Currently Amended) The hf teaterwe device according to ony ono or moro 
of tho prccod i ng claimsJL wherein the layer of plastics material {^is produced from resin 
reinforced with glass fibere. 

9. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterme device according to claim 98, 
wherein the resin is polyamide. 

10. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterme device according to any one or mono 
ef-claims 2 to 10 , wherein the layer of insulating material (21) is produced from mecanite or 
ceramic material. 

11. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterme device according to any one or more 
of the proccdlng claimsj^ wherein the casing ^a^-comprises a second tubular element 

which is connected to a first tubular element f^having the layered structure, the second 
tubular element defining two axially opposite ends (IOq, 10b) w hich are both open. 

12. (Currently Amended) The hH eateritte device according to claim 121, 
whoroin f urther comorisino a mechanical connection enoaainq t he second tubular element-Is 
mechan i ca ll y conncctod , with a,seali ng moons be i ng interposed, to the first tubular element ^ 
having a layered structure. 

13. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterme- device according to claim 13^2, 
wherein the mechanical connection moons between the tubular elements afe-is of the 
permanent type. 

/• 

14. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterme device according to any one or more 
ef<:laims 12 to 1 4, further c omprisina a thermostat f 13) for adapted to reaulate4fle the 
temperature of the water of the aquarium, which thermostat (13) is housed in the second 
tubular element (10) . 
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15. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterwe device according to any one or more 
efclaims 1 12 to 15 , wherein the second tubular element (10) i s produced from transparent 
plastics material. 

16. (Currently Amended) The hH eaterwe device according to any one or moro 
of the preced i ng claimsj,, further comorisina means for limiting the temperature by interrupting 
anthe energy supply to the heating element {6>-in the event that the temperature of the casing 
(3)-€xceeds a pre-set limit value. 

17. (New) An immersion heater device for aquariums, comprising: 
a heating element having an energy supply and a radiant zone; 

a casing containing the heating element and including: 

(a) at least in the region of the radiant zone of the heating element, a first 
tubular element with a layered structure having a layer of insulating material and at least one 
layer of metal material and one layer of plastic material, the layer of metal material being 
interposed between the heating element and the layer of plastic material, each of the layer of. 
metal material and the layer of plastic material being in the form of a cylindrical tubular 
element, the tubular element of plastic material being closed at one end and open at an axially' 
opposite end while the tubular element of metal material is open at both ends, and 

(b) a second tubular element connected to the first tubular element and 
defining two axlally opposite ends which are both open; and 

means for limiting the temperature by interrupting the energy supply to the 
heating element in the event that the temperature of the casing exceeds a pre-set limit value. 

18. (New) The immersion heater device according to claim 17 wherein the 
layer of plastic material and the layer of metal material are in contact with each other. 

19. (New) The immersion heater device according to claim 17 wherein the 
layer of metal material is produced from aluminum and the layer of plastic material is produced 
from resin reinforced with glass fiber. 
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20. (New) An immersion heater device for aquariums, comprising: 
a heating element having an energy supply and a radiant zone; 
a casing containing the heating element and including: 

(a) at least in the region of the radiant zone of the heating element, a first 
tubular element with a layered structure having a layer of insulating material and a continuous 
wall formed of at least one layer of metal material produced from aluminum and one layer of 
plastic material produced from resin reinforced with glass fiber, the layer of insulating material 
being interposed between the layer of metal material and the heating element, the layer of 
metal material being interposed between the heating element and the layer of plastic material, 
each of the layer of metal material and the layer of plastic material being in the form of a 
cylindrical tubular element and being in contact with each other while completely surrounding 
the heating element, the tubular element of plastic material being closed at one end and open 
at an axially opposite end while the tubular element of metal material is open at both ends, and 

(b) a second tubular element produced from transparent plastic material 
and defining two axially opposite ends which are both open; 

a mechanical connection engaging the second tubular element, with a seal 
interposed, to the first tubular element having a layered structure; 

a thermostat adapted to regulate the temperature of the water of the aquarium 
and housed in the second tubular element; and 

means for limiting the temperature by interrupting the energy supply to the 
heating element in the event that the temperature of the casing exceeds a pre-set limit value. 
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